Price Master V1.0.0 Beta

The Price Master package allows sales persons to submit price updates to Exchequer Enterprise price matrix for single customer accounts or applied to multiple customer accounts via criteria, to be applied a future date.   This information is submitted via an Excel spreadsheet from a remote sales representative.

These spreadsheets are then submitted to a user, via e-mail, for authorisation.  These sheets are then submitted to a user who imports the price information into Price Master database.

Daily the Price Master Program scans entries in the price database, as a batch process, which define when Price Master will alter Special Prices in Exchequers price matrix.  This process then updates any matrix entries, which need altering in Enterprise.

A plug-in then shows a designated user if any transactions in the daybook should have their prices changed, when the log into Exchequer Enterprise.  These changes can then be applied either manually or automatically.  This  plug-in also allows users, of Enterprise to view future prices held Price Master, from the customer ledger or stock ledger.

Price Master features are:

1. Automatically updates prices in the Exchequer price matrix.  Both special price and discount on Bands.  Applied to individual stock items or groups of stock items.

2. Start Date can be set for new matrix entry to be applied

3. Start date and End date can be defined for Special offers or promotions

4. Updates can be applied to single Customer Accounts or by specifying criteria.  Eg. Where Rep=SAM, or InvoiceTo = ABAP01 …

5. Multiple delivery address can be updated, by specifying the Head Office account code.

6. If price is applied to multiple delivery addresses simply be specifying the head office account code.

7. After Special offers have ended then reapplies original price, or previous special price

8. Optionally writes changes to Account Notes, for extra tractability.

9. Scans Daybooks to see if new price should be applied to SOR/SDN/SIN, based on delivery date.  Then user can select to optionally update Transaction price.  This allows future orders to be put on system and new prices are then applied automatically.

10. Logs all changes to the database for reporting

11. Price Matrix changes can be submitted by salesmen, on Excel Spreadsheet, via e-mail.

12. Can mark SOR’s as being price overridden, so the update skips the marked lines

13. Automatically updates the Price Matrix Spreadsheet to send to reps.

14. If Rep codes are specified on account records then system will create separate price sheets for each rep, which gives them access to only their customer list.  These can then be e-mailed out at a click of a button.

15. When new accounts are entered manually, then optionally copies the head office price matrix.  The new account will then be included on future price updates.

Requirements
· Exchequer Enterprise V5.5+

· Microsoft Excel 2000+, with no start up errors

· MS Outlook or Lotus notes to e-mail sheets

· A dedicated PC to run updates, with Excel and Exchequer installed

Uses/ Benefits:
· Reduced Administration costs

· Better control of prices

· Each Sales person can submit prices for his/her own customers which come in to effect from x date 

· Special Offer prices can be specified to run from x date to y date

· When a special price finishes, Price Master reverts back to the last valid price specified automatically

· Transactions in the daybook, which are effect by submitted price changes, can be updated.   These are shown when designated user logs into system, they then decide if they should apply changes to Orders already in the system.

· Each Sales rep receives a spreadsheet, which contains information on their own customers and current prices.   The rep simply specifies new price and dates to run from or between.

· Price Master then reads the submitted spreadsheets, to automatically update Exchequer when the time comes.

Price Master Batch Update
To activate the Update process simple run “PriceMaster.exe” from the Price Master directory.  This will display a set-up window:
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( These options should be set before use and must not be changed

The update can be triggered from the “Main” tab and pressing [Start] button.  

The Update performs the following:

1. Attempts to compact database, after 100 updates, if no file locks.

2. Reads all Customers, Stock and Matrix entries from Enterprise.  These are written to the PriceMaster1.MDB database.  

3. Checks all entries in “Price” and “Price Detail” tables.  These are populated with the new prices to be applied from the PriceImport.exe program.  (Price Data imported from Excel)

4. If Authorised then populates the “Price Accounts” table.  This table drives the whole system.  Once processed it must not be edited in the database. Any corrections must be submitted via Spreadsheet.

5. Scans for any price updates.  Writes any changes to “Price Updates” table.  This table gives an audit trail of price changes.

6. If turned on, then checks the daybooks for any price to be back dated.  These are written to the “Price Transaction Lines” Table.  The Price Master plug-in then displays any changes when designated user logs on.  The user can then update prices with a single keystroke.

7. The program then opens the “PriceMaster.xls” spreadsheet and updates all the lookups held in hidden sheets.  This is then copied to another location for users to use, or to be e-mail to sales reps.

Overnight updates

The Price Master should be set-up on a server so that logged in users do not upset the automatic running of the program.  The program “SchedPM.exe” should be added to the start up group.  This will run the “PriceMaster.exe” program at 2 am by default and then close it when finished.   The activation time can be altered by clicking on the [image: image2.png]


 in the system tray and editing the hour.   

Important:  Make sure this time does not conflict with any backup systems
Import matrix from Spreadsheet
The Sales Reps etc enter the Matrix Prices on a spreadsheet.   These can then be submitted to a user for Import/Authorisation. When the user is ready to import prices they simply, copy all sheets to a designated directory and run PriceImport.exe.  This program then reads each spreadsheet, according to the cell/rows and columns mappings defined in ExcelMapping.ini.

A Summary of the imported Price Matrix is then presented to the user for conformation.  The data is then imported into PriceMaster1.MDB database awaiting the update program to process.

Note: The reference on each sheet must be unique.  If the reference already exists and the existing price matrix has not been processed, then the import routine will allow the user to overwrite an existing price matrix.

The Spreadsheet can have the following Header fields:


	Name
	Description

	AcCode
	Account code

	Criteria2
	Account Criteria 2, see section on Account Criteria

	Criteria3
	Account Criteria 3, see section on Account Criteria

	StartDate
	Sets the start date for all prices listed in the spreadsheet if they have not be set on each line

	EndDate
	Sets the end date for all prices listed in the spreadsheet if they have not be set on each line.  This value can be left blank for a price which does not expire

	Ref
	A UNIQUE reference for the Price Matrix entry

	Description
	Short Description

	Comment
	Memo field for a detailed description

	Authorised
	If “Requires Authorisation” is switched on the price will not become effective until set to true.  *

	AuthorisedBy
	Name of Authorisee  *


* Although fields are provided for Authorisation, at present the system has no means of changing the Authorised flag.  This could easily be implemented using a linked MS Access Database.

The lower section of the spreadsheet can then list Prices, with different dates, on each line.

	Name
	Description

	StockCode
	Stock code or Group to apply price to

	StartDate
	Sets the start date for prices.  Overrides the value specified in the Header. 

	EndDate
	Sets the end date for prices.  Overrides the value specified in the Header. This value can be left blank for a price which does not expire

	Price
	Special Price to apply in Enterprise *

	Discount
	Discount to apply in Enterprise *

	DiscountBand
	DiscountBand to apply in Enterprise (defaults to A)


* Either a Price or Discount can be applied.  Note: The mapping file can instruct the program to ignore prices of a certain value.  This can be left 0 if you never want to set a price to zero, if you do then set to –1.
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Bulk Import
If “Spreadsheet_Location” setting is set to a valid directory, in the ExcelMapping.ini, then the import program will read each spreadsheet found in this directory.  This allows multiple spreadsheets to be imported quickly.

After import each sheet is moved to \OLD IMPORTS directory.
Account Criteria
The price entries can be entered for a specific account or by criteria.  Any of the following Customer account fields can be chosen to apply prices by criteria:

	Area

Default Cost Centre

Default Department

InvoiceTo
	User Field1

User Field2

User Field3

User Field4
	Default Location

TagNo

Type


Once set this should not be changed!

For Example:

We could set Criteria2= Area  and Criteria3= User Field1 (we use this as Rep code). Which would then allow us to apple a price matrix to accounts based on :

1. Account Code or Head Office Account Code

2. Area

3. Rep code for accounts

Authorisation

If authorisation is required, then the spreadsheets should be e-mail to an Authorisee.  Who then passes them on to a user to import if authorised.

An “Authorised” flag has been built in but is for future requirements if any.

Rectifying errors 

Since the prices are check then hopefully not to many price errors occur.  To rectify errors. Simply submit a corrected spreadsheet with correct new prices.

Price Master Plug-in
Display Backdated Transactions

To check for back dated prices in daybook.  Go to the Sales order day book and press [Price Master] button.  This will display:
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This can be force to display every time the used logs in from an option in the “Options” menu.
Display future prices

This allows users of Enterprise, to view future prices, by pressing button provided from within:

· Customer Trader List

· Stock List

· Stock Record

· Account Record

This displays:
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Status column can be:

· Not Authorised, if “Requires Authorisation” is switched on

· Pending update, awaiting batch process to update matrix

· Pending active, awaiting start date to become active

· Active, current price

· Dead, old price no longer active
Reps

Area

Default Cost Centre

Default Department

Default Location

User Field1

User Field2

User Field3

User Field4

TagNo

Type

Installation

Make sure Exchequer Enterprise will run on machine, install if need be. Simply extract the ZIP file to a directory called “Price Master”.  Then run “SetupWKS.exe” on the machine, which is going to run the Price Master. It may be necessary to reboot.

After installation run “PriceMaster.exe” program and select the “Options” tab and fill in data.

To use the Priceplugin.exe plug-in:
Create or edit the ENTCUSTM.INI in the Enterprise directory.

For example:

[COMClients]

1="d:\Entrprse\PriceMaster/Priceplugin.exe"

;Edit the above line to run Dialler.exe
This will make Enterprise start Dialler.exe from the Enterprise 

Directory.

When enabled it will ask for registration details if not the "Electric 'R' Us" company.  Please ring Comtek Accounts on 01945 464854 for registration.
Logs

The Data warehouse program logs all activity and errors to “Activity1.log” text file.  All errors are logged to “Errors1.log” file.  When each file grows over 1mb the program will rename the first file to *2.log and start a new *1.log file.   These logs can be accessed from the “Logs” menu.

All errors in "Price" and "Price Detail" uncounted are written to CurrentErrors1.log

All changes are logged to PriceChanges1.log

NotAuthorised1.log contains a list of not authorised entries

PriceMaster1.MDB.  

The PriceMaster1.MDB must be kept as a Access 97 file.

If you wish to use MS Access 2000, simply link to the tables in the data warehouse.  From “File >> Get External data >> Link Tables” menu option in Access 2000.

Once entries have been processed DO NOT EDIT DATA
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Create separate sheets for reps based on the value in fields











Update Spreadsheet for sales personnel





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Account Criteria.  Once set these should not be changed, see section on Account Criteria (





Only update prices marked as “Authorised”





When looking at Daybook for prices to update, exclude lines with “X” in TLUser1-4





Date last updated





Produces a detail debug file when performing updates





Compact/Repair Database





Update to transactions in daybook





Write Price updates to the Account Notes in Exchequer





Clear ALL data 





Exchequer OLE company code to read from
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